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THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
SUNDAY 25 OCTOBER 2026

Fr. Andrew writes...

The austere offices of love
In his poem Those Winter Sundays, Robert Hayden remembers how his father would get up early in the cold and dark to light fires
so that the house would be warm for his family when they woke. Regretting his ingratitude to his stern but compassionate father,
the poet asks rhetorically: “What did | know of love's austere and lonely offices?” Love makes itself known in action, not just words.

When asked to name the greatest commandment, Jesus does not hesitate: the greatest commandment is love of God and
neighbour (Matthew 22:34-40). It is a demanding love: not just words only but actions too. It must be a love from the whole of our
person: heart (the will), soul (the life-force), and mind (the intellect). We are called to love God by the choices we make, the way we
live and the effort we put into knowing God. If love of neighbour is “like" this then this, too, must be made incarnate in decisions and
actions. Jesus does not just tell us about love: he shows us: there can be no office of love more austere and lonely than the Cross.

St Paul, too, knew well love's austere and lonely offices. Never a man to give credit where it was not due, Paul congratulates the
Thessalonians because they “became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the Word in much affliction, with the joy of
the Holy Spirit” (1 Thessalonians 1:5-10). “In much affliction”: we get a hint at what the early Christians of Thessalonica went through
in Acts 17:1-9, where they are attacked by a mob, dragged before the court, accused of “turning the world upside down" and forced
to pay a financial security. Yet in the midst of this affliction they still received the word with joy. The joy of the Holy Spirit is unlike any
happiness the world can afford.

The ways we love God and each other most authentically in this world are most likely to be austere and lonely: that is how we can
know we are doing it properly. Our gifts, talents, charisms and skills may not be the most glamorous and may even go unnoticed
and unthanked. But if we all devote ourselves to love of God and neighbour then, like Paul's Thessalonians, our Christianity will be
self-evident: “your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that we need not say anything.

Important Newsletter Update

Unfortunately, we've experienced some unexpected technical difficulties while using our new ChurchSuite system to distribute the
weekly newsletter. We've been working to resolve the issue since Monday, but sadly, we haven't yet been able to send it out as
planned. Thank you for your patience and understanding while we work through these teething problems with the new system. In
the meantime, the newsletter will be sent out via email and anyone who doesn't receive it can view on the following webpages:
www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/parishes/ or www.stedmundhorndean.org.uk/newsletters

Please note, with ChurchSuite you do not need to register again if you have already completed the form. However, please
ensure you have given consent to receive the newsletter.

Thank you for your understanding and for helping us ensure you continue to receive our weekly parish news.

Remember, you can always view our newsletter via the webpage addresses at the top of this page.




LITURGICAL

CELEBRATION

MASS INTENTION

is a Fairtrade Chocolate and a line of the Christmas story behind each of the 25
windows. The free book has a page for every day of Advent, expanding on the
Christmas story and includes some fun challenges.

The Real Advent Calendar is made using Fairtrade chocolate - giving producers a
fair price and a cash bonus. Money raised from the sales of the calendar will also
help provide care and support for mums and new babies in African villages
supported by the Funzi and Bodo trust.

No other calendar enables parents and children to experience the Christmas story
for 24 days, and be challenged to do some good in the season.

Real Christmas story non-chocolate calendars for those of the parish family who
prefer the more healthy option!

Saturday 24 October 11.30am Adoration & Confession St Michael
Our Lady on Saturday 12noon Mass St Michael George Riley, RIP
5-6pm Holy Hour & Confession Sacred Heart
Vigil THIRTIETH 6.15pm Mass Sacred Heart Bridie & Donagh Macalease, RIP
SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME
Sunday 25 October 9am Mass St Edmund Vera Murphy, RIP
THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN 9.30am Mass St Michael James Martis, Intention
ORDINARY TIME Tam Mass Sacred Heart Mary Sharkey, RIP
11.30am Mass St Patrick
4pm Mass QA Hospital Chapel
5.30pm Mass Sacred Heart People of the Parish
Monday 26 October 7.30am Mass Sacred Heart Dave Pilsworth, Intention
Feria [30th Week in followed by Holy Hour Sacred Heart
Ordinary Time] 12.30pm Mass QA Hospital Chapel
Tuesday 27 October 7.30am Holy Hour Sacred Heart
Feria [30th Week in 10.30am Mass St Patrick
Ordinary Time] 6pm Adoration St Edmund
6.30pm Mass St Edmund Mabel Weld, RIP
Wednesday 28 Oct 7.30am Mass Sacred Heart Ann & Pat Daley, RIP
Ss SIMON & JUDE, 10.15am Mass followed by Adoration St Michael Chris Smith, Intention
Apostles, feast 530pm Eucharistic Adoration & St Patrick
Confession
6.30pm Mass St Patrick
Thursday 29 October 7.30am Holy Hour Sacred Heart
Feria [30th Week in 9.30am Adoration St Edmund
Ordinary Time] 10am Mass St Edmund Doris Monteiro, RIP
Friday 30 October 7.30am Holy Hour Sacred Heart
Blessed Winchester 1.30am Adoration Sacred Heart
Martyrs, memorial 12noon Mass Sacred Heart Ronald Farminer, RIP
Saturday 31 October 11.30am Adoration & Confession St Michael
Our Lady on Saturday 12noon Mass St Michael Our Lady on Saturday
5-6pm Holy Hour & Confession Sacred Heart
Vigil ALL SAINTS 6.15pm Mass Sacred Heart Fr. Kevin Bidgood, RIP
Sunday 1 November 9am Mass St Edmund Mike Bever, RIP
ALL SAINTS 9.30am Mass St Michael All Saints & Martyrs in heaven
Tlam Mass Sacred Heart Pete Berry, Wellbeing
11.30am Mass St Patrick
4pm Mass QA Hospital Chapel
530pm Mass Sacred Heart People of the Parish
WHAT’S GOING ON...
Saturday Churches Together Prayer Breakfast Fourth Holy Trinity,
24 October | If you are a morning person and would like to join others for breakfast and prayer Saturday of Blendworth
for one hour on a Saturday morning please do come and join us for our Churches the month
Together Ecumenical Breakfast that takes place in and around Horndean. @ 8.30am
Sunday CLOCKS GO BACK ONE HOUR!
25 October | Please note, there will be no Children’s Liturgy at Sacred Heart or St. Edmund today.
The Real Advent Calendar is the UK's only Fairtrade Advent calendar which comes Available Sacred Heart
with a free 24 page Christmas story-activity book and supports charitable causes. after all
The 2026 Real Advent Calendar is a fun way for parents, grandparents and Masses this
Godparents to share the Christmas story. The 2026 calendar has a new design. There Sunday.

Prayer Ministry

An opportunity to receive individual prayer for anything in your life that is causing
you anguish, pain or concern. God works in mysterious ways, but in the history of
the Church has often used the prayers of others to provide courage, consolation and
even miraculous help in difficult or challenging situations. There will be music
playing and pairs of people dotted around the sides of the church offering discreet
and caring prayer for anyone brave enough to ask. Many of us have been helped by
this kind of prayer ministry and would urge you not to let pride or fear stop you if
you are interested.

Last Sunday

of the month

after 5.30pm
Mass

Sacred Heart
Church




Monday Team Clean 9-10am Sacred Heart
26 October | Remember that Cleanliness is next to Godliness. Why not join the ‘Team Clean’ to Church
ensure His house is always clean and tidy. Give it a try - the Team are very friendly
bunch.
Rosary Group 10am St Michael
Zoom Bible Study Group 7.45pm St Michael
We will be using the Ascension great adventure study course with a video
presentation and discussion questions. If you wish to join us, you would be very
welcome. email to: Kathyimcollinsi@gmail.com For more information, you will get
the Zoom link each Monday before the session.
Tuesday Rosary Group 6.45pm Sacred Heart
27 October | All welcome to join our weekly Rosary Group, just pop along!
Thursday Tea & Chat Group Last St Michael,
29 October | Everyone is very welcome, and we look forward to seeing both familiar and new | Thursday of Leigh Park
faces! If you enjoy a quiz, sing along, the company of friends and a cuppa with a the month
variety of cakes — come along. @ 2pm
Friday Children’s All Saints Party 3.30-530pm St John's
30 October | You are welcome to come dressed as your favourite saint (no Halloween costumes Cathedral,
please). There will be games, refreshments, crafts and prayer. Please email Portsmouth
catholicmothersportsmouth@gmail.com if you are planning to attend.
Sunday Second Collection: Bamenda All Masses All churches
1November | Each year on the first Sunday of November we celebrate the link between our
diocese and the archdiocese of Bamenda in Cameroon. It is a time where we also
ask for your financial support to help our brothers and sisters, who are still impacted
by the civil unrest that has affected the region since 2016.

NOTICES & FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Baptism into the life of Jesus and the Church
We welcome into the family of the Catholic Church, Maya Iglinska, who will be baptised this weekend at Sacred Heart. Please pray
for Maya, her parents, Godparents and family, that God will bless and guide her through the journey of life.

Amare Memoriae
We pray for the rest and peace of the souls of Colin Barr, Margo Parker & Ronald Farminer who have sadly died recently. Please also
remember their families and friends at this difficult time. Ronald’'s Funeral Service will be on Friday 13 November @ 10.30am at
Portchester Crematorium. Margot’'s Funeral Mass will be on Friday 13 November @ 12.30pm at St. Edmund.

News from our schools
. Mr R Cunningham, Executive Headteacher for St. Peter's and Oaklands, writes...
Congratulations to over 20 St Peter's pupils who took part in the Great South Run
Junior on Saturday 17 October. The pupils are all members of Mr Land'’s running
club and have spent seven weeks doing two lunchtime training sessions a week in
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the run up to the event. Many hundreds of teens and children took part in the § : :“"St P t/ *
curtain raiser event in Southsea, where a girls then a boys race took place in Ry ¢ eter
glorious sunshine and crisp autumn air. Families and friend cheered on the pupils,
along with many staff who turned out to show their support for the girls and boys,
and we even had a banner to wave! Our St Peter's Pace Makers did us proud, and
enormous thanks go to Mr Land, Miss Sheppard, parents and carers and to staff
who supported at the event. Well done to all of our young runners.
. St Peter's Open Events 2026
Wednesday 4th November 2026: 9.15-10.45am
Monday 9th November 2026: 1.15 - 2.45pm
Wednesday 11th November 2026: 6.00 - 7.30pm
Applications for Year R September 2027 open in November 2026
Applications for new children to join St Peter’s in Year 3 September 2027 open now!
e St Thomas More's School & Pre-School Open Events for Prospective Parents
Monday 9*" November 9:30am - 11:30am
Please see the school website for more details including how to book a tour if you cannot make these dates.

Portsmouth Diocese Parish Evangelisation Formation Day

Saturday October 31, 10am - 1:30pm, Christ the King, Northumberland Avenue, Reading, RG2 8NR

Last chance to sign up! You are warmly invited to join us for a morning as we explore how parish groups, one of our Diocese'’s Six
Holy Habits, can deepen our faith and impact our parishes as they become welcoming places for all. The “Parish Cell System”
(often called PECs) focuses on transforming parishes into active, missionary communities through small, home-based groups
(cells) focused on fellowship, prayer and scripture. Join us on Saturday 31st Octoberfor an inspiring day of teaching, prayer,
practical formation, and fellowship at the Portsmouth Diocese Parish Evangelisation Formation Day. Lunch will be provided as
part of the day. Please register by email Meghan on ffm@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk or using the link:
https://forms.office.com/e/JCgE7zeuun as this helps us with ensuring we have enough food and have catered for people's needs.
We ask people to register by Tuesday 27" October.

Please help - Volunteers needed for Tlam Mass tech team (Sacred Heart)

Could you help behind the scenes at the Tlam Sunday Mass? We are looking for volunteers to manage the laptop, advance the
PowerPoint slides, and help with microphones and sound levels during Mass. Full training will be provided, and if enough people
volunteer, we can create a rota. Please contact Nicola Hordell via the parish office if you can help. We would be very grateful for your
support.




November: Month of the Holy Souls

Blessing of Graves at Catherington Cemetery on Sunday 1 November @ 3pm

If anyone would wish to have a specific grave, or buried ashes, blessed on this occasion, could they let the organiser, lan Hamill,
know. There is a signup sheet on the noticeboard in St Edmund's or his personal contact details are 07734 235811 or
ihamill@hotmail.com Information about the exact location of the grave is particularly important if it has not been blessed in
previous years.

All Souls: Masses on Monday 2 November @ 7.30am and 6pm at Sacred Heart

Holy Souls Remembrance Cards are available from Sacred Heart and St. Edmund from this weekend. Please write on these, the
names of the faithful departed who are dear to you. Place the completed cards in the basket provided in the narthex and these will
be placed before the altar during November as a sign of Remembrance.

Our Books of Remembrance will be available to view during the month of November.

St Michael and All Angels - Prayers for the Holy Souls

At St Michael and All Angels, you are invited to write the names of your deceased family members, friends and fellow parishioners
on the forms available in the Welcome Area. These names will be placed by the altar throughout November as we remember and
pray for the faithful departed.

Excelsis Concert at Sacred Heart - Tickets on Sale Now!

Tickets are now on sale for the forthcoming Excelsis Concert at Sacred Heart Church, taking place on Sunday 29th
November at 2.30pm, followed by Afternoon Tea. Featuring beautiful music from the Excelsis Choir, this promises
to be a wonderful afternoon while supporting parish fundraising.

Tickets: Adults £12.50 | Under 18s Free. Tickets can be purchased using this QR code -

For those who do not have internet access, paper tickets will also be available from the Parish Office.

A Date for your diary - Christmas Afternoon Tea

You are warmly invited to join us for a Christmas Afternoon Tea on Saturday 5 December @ 2pm, at St. Edmund’'s Church. Come
along and enjoy some festive cheer and good company as we celebrate the Christmas Season together! The afternoon tea is free,
although donations would be very welcome. All proceeds will go towards putting together Christmas hampers for our local
foodbank, helping to bring a little extra joy to those in need this Christmas. If you would like to come along, please contact Sue at
Waterlooville Parish Office or contact Maureen Graham at St. Edmund'’s. We look forward to sharing a lovely festive afternoon with
youl!

Toy Sale & Christmas Fair - Your Help is Needed!

As we look ahead to two wonderful parish fundraising events, we'd be grateful for your support.

Our Toy Sale takes place next month, and we are now collecting donations of new toys only. If you are able to donate a new
toy, it would be greatly appreciated and will help make the sale a great success.

We are also preparing for our Christmas Fair on Sunday 6 December and are seeking donations for the raffle. If you own a business,
work for a company, or know someone who does, please consider asking whether they would be willing to donate a raffle prize. Gift
vouchers, hampers, experiences, and other prizes are always very popular.

Both events are being organised by Nina, our Care in the Community rep., and rely on the generosity and support of our parish
community. Every donation, however large or small, helps us make these events a success. Thank you for your continued support!
For donations or further information, please contact Nina after the Sunday morning Mass at Sacred Heart or email her — contact
details at the end of this newsletter.

Wanted - Music!

Trevor Nee, St Edmund Event Co-ordinator, writes... Is there a piece of music which stirs you spiritually? Would you be willing to
share it with others? On Sunday 6th December at 2pm there will be a Music Reflection at St. Edmunds, Horndean and we need
entries from parishioners. It can be from any culture, language or genre of music. If you would like to submit a piece for
consideration, please email events@stedmundhorndean.org.uk with Music Reflection as the Subject line and include the following
information: The name of the piece and the artist preforming it. A link to the music online (if you have one). Your name.

The closing date for submissions is 22nd November Many thanks, Trevor.

Admittance to Hospital?

When a Catholic is admitted to hospital, the family should ensure that the Catholic Chaplaincy is contacted so that appropriate
support can be given. It is suggested that the patient have a note to give to hospital staff on admission, notifying staff that they are
Catholic and would appreciate the Catholic Chaplaincy service. This could be followed up by a telephone call from the family to the
ward to ensure the request is actioned. When a person is due to go into hospital, please also let your parish priest know so that he
can administer the Sacrament of the Sick where appropriate.

Our Newsletter

All news items and forthcoming events to office@waterlooville-catholic.org.uk by noon on Wednesday for inclusion in the next issue.
We reserve the right to edit any articles prior to publication due to space. Articles may not be published immediately and may be
held in reserve for future use. If you would like to receive a copy via email please contact me. As part of our efforts to reduce costs,
we ask that you only take a hard copy of the newsletter if you do not have access to the internet.

Welcome to ChurchSuite - Online Parishioner Registration Database
The parish is now using a new system called ChurchSuite, to manage our parishioner database. To do this we
need to renew all the information we hold about parishioners. To ensure you remain registered as a parishioner
and to continue to receive communications from the parish, please make sure you have filled out a new
Registration Form online. There is a separate adult and child registration form. If you do not have access to the
internet, pop into the parish office at Waterlooville or Leigh Park and we will be happy to upload your details.
¢ The Adult Registration Form:
https://catholicdioceseofportsmouth.churchsuite.com/-/forms/ngzjrmrl
or by scanning the top QR code:

e The Child Registration Form:
https://catholicdioceseofportsmouth.churchsuite.com/-/forms/Oh3dnrgd
or by scanning the bottom QR code:




Payments to Sacred Heart, St Edmund & St Michael
There are several ways to make a donation to Sacred Heart, St Edmund or St Michael:
Sacred Heart:
Cheque made payable to ‘CDP Waterlooville Sacred Heart’
‘Donate with Dona’ button on our Webpage
Online payments in church using the Dona machine [by the Sacristy]
BACS: Lloyds bank account 01861043, sort code 309304, CDP Waterlooville Sacred Heart

St Edmund:

Cheque made payable to ‘CDP Horndean St Edmund’

Donate using the Sum Up machine in the narthex

BACS: Lloyds bank account 00880222, sort code 309304, CDP Horndean St Edmund

St Michael:
BACS: Lloyds bank account 00882004, sort code 309304, CDP Leigh Park St Michael

Sacred Heart & St. Edmund Administrative Lead: Susan Siou
office@waterlooville-catholic.org.uk 023 9421 3871

St Michael Parish Secretary: Ellen McCarthy
office@stmichaelsleighpark.org.uk 023 9248 4323

Finance Administrator: Yvonne Hands
accounts@waterlooville-catholic.org.uk 023 9421 3872

Sacred Heart Housekeeper: Lisa Wingrove-Cross
housekeeping@waterlooville-catholic.org.uk 023 9421 3873

Parish Centre Coordinator: Angela McLaughlin
parishcentre@waterlooville-catholic.org.uk 023 9421 3874

Safeguarding Reps: Mass Intentions:
e Sacred Heart: Liz Holford e Sacred Heart: Lisa Wingrove-Cross

safeguarding@waterlooville-catholic.org.uk
e St Edmund: Michael White
Safeguarding@stedmundhorndean.org.uk .
e St Michael:
safeguarding@stmichaelsleighpark.org.uk

Gift Aid Organiser:
e Sacred Heart: Yvonne Hands
accounts@waterlooville-catholic.org.uk
¢ St Edmund: Niall Lawless
ga@stedmundhorndean.org.uk

Health & Safety, Repairs & Maintenance:
e St Edmund: Lucia Durbin
07976 814687
accounts@stedmundhorndean.org.uk
There is also a Defects Book in the hall

02394213873
intentions@waterlooville-catholic.org.uk
St Edmund: Jo Webb

07552 235666
intentions@stedmundhorndean.org.uk

Jesus Prince of Peace Alpha: Josie Higson
alpha@jesusprinceofpeace.org.uk

Jesus Prince of Peace Youth Alpha/Confirmation:
confirmation@jesusprinceofpeace.org.uk

Sacred Heart Altar Servers: Jim Hordell
altarservers@waterlooville-catholic.org.uk

Care in the Community/Sacred Heart Christmas Fair,
Toy & Clothes Sales: Nina McCormack

careinthecommunity@waterlooville-catholic.org.uk

Eucharistic Ministers of Holy Communion
Organisers:
e Sacred Heart: Joy Hastilow
emhc@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
¢ St Edmund: Silverius Sittampalam
02392261511
ministry@stedmundhorndean.org.uk




