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St Peter and St Paul                  Sunday 28th June 2026 
Collection this weekend for Peter’s Pence                    There are no weekday Masses next week 

Page 170         Acts of the Apostles 12: 1-11         2 Timothy 4: 6-8, 17-18          Gospel Matthew 16: 13-19 
This weekend we celebrate the feast of St Peter and St Paul who are two of the most important figures in the history of the 
Church.  They were leaders who spread the message of Jesus and helped build the early Christian community.  Both are 
remembered as apostles who gave their lives for their faith.  The Church celebrates them together because of their deep 
connection in spreading the Gospel.  They were both martyred in Rome, St Peter crucified as he was not a Roman citizen but 
Paul was beheaded as he was a Roman citizen.  However Peter asked to be crucified upside down not to die like Jesus. 
Originally Peter was called Simon and was deeply dedicated to fishing as an occupation on the Sea of Galilee but was 
chosen by Jesus to be one of the twelve apostles.  Jesus changed his name to Peter which meant “Rock” and made him the 
leader of the 12 and so the first Pope.  Peter’s task was to build His Church and to guide and strengthen the early Christians.   
The story of St Paul also begins with a name change. Saul was a Jewish Roman citizen educated in the traditional beliefs and 
practices who strongly opposed Christians. He helped arrest and kill Christians and was present at the first Christian to be 
martyred, St Stephen.  However he had a sudden conversion on the road to Damascus where he was planning on helping 
arrest more Christians. He then became a follower of Jesu and worked hard to spread His message to Jews and Gentiles 
In the first reading from the Acts of the Apostles Herod imprisoned Peter to please the Jews.  However the Christian 
community prayed fervently for Peter and God sent an angel to unchain him and lead him through the guards and out of the 
prison to freedom.  This reminds us how important it is to pray for people especial our Pope Leo XIV. 
In the second St Paul writes to Timothy repeating the theme of the first reading that it is God who rescues.  St Paul’s radical 
conversion is testimony to how no one is too far from God’s saving power.  In his letter St Paul writes how the Lord had given 
him strength through the trials of his life and the Lord will rescue him from every evil threat and give him everlasting life.  
In Matthew’s Gospel Jesus asks His disciples about the people’s opinion regarding His identity.  Simon declares that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of the living God.  Jesus acknowledges his revelation, affirming that upon him, whom he calls Peter, He 
will build His Church and the powers of death will not overcome it.  Jesus entrusts Peter with the keys of the Kingdom, 
granting him authority to bind and loose matters on earth and in heaven,  St Peter was the first Pope and Bishop of Rome. 

    Mass times                                                              Feast  Days 

 
 

6pm: Confessions 
6.30pm Vigil Mass 
Trevor Delves RIP 

Saturday 27th   St Cyril of Alexandria  Born in 376 in Egypt. His uncle was Patriarch of 

Alexandria a powerful position. Attended with his uncle Theophilus the Synod of the Oak in 
Constantinople. Succeeded his uncle as Patriarch of Alexandria.  Controversial theologian who had 
strong opinions and made impulsive decisions. Quarrelled with civil authorities and antagonised 
people. Eventually mellowed, controlled his temper and developed humility. Very able theologian. 
Wrote against heresies and gained the title “Doctor of the Incarnation”. 

9.30 am  Mass Sunday 28th June                 St Peter and St Paul                 Godwin Nazareth  RIP 

NO  MASS 

Monday 29th   St Peter and St Paul  Two great saints who founded Church in Rome. Had 

different strengths and weaknesses. Peter was a tough fisherman chosen by Jesus to be the leader 
of the 12 apostles due to his strong personality, He was uninhibited, impulsive and demonstrative 
who at times was hot headed. He was courageous and practical due to life as a fisherman.  He was a 
muscular thickset man with a curly beard.  Paul was a highly educated intellectual academic who 
could speak Hebrew and Greek. Paul was not prepared to become a rabbi but was trained to become 
a Pharisee and was steeped in the Jewish laws, traditions and observances He was a Roman citizen 
who was present at the martyrdom of St Stephen.  He was a convert who did not know Jesus 
personally.  Paul had practical skills as a tent maker.  He was a great missionary, teacher and letter 
writer. Paul was thin, bald, except at the sides of a long thin face with a long black beard.  A leader 
and a teacher who gave theological guidance to many Christian communities 

NO  MASS 

Tuesday 30th   First Martyrs of the Church of Rome   Persecution of Christians started in 

Rome by Emperor Nero who was concerned that his pagan beliefs were seriously challenged and 
who blamed Christians for the Great Fire of Rome in July 64 AD. He killed them in various ways but 
mainly in the Roman Circus where Christians were nailed to crosses, killed by wild animals including 
lions and killed by armed opponents who were either criminals fighting for their lives or soldiers. 

SVP Social 
1 pm to 3 pm 

 
NO  MASS 

Wednesday 1st July   St  Oliver Plunkett   Born in 1625 in Ireland to a wealthy, influential, noble 

family, some being prominent in the Irish rebellion of 1641 when Oliver was age 16. Studied at Irish 
College in Rome. Brilliant student. Ordained in 1654. Obtained a doctorate in canon and civil law. 
Professor of Theology. Appointed Archbishop of Armagh, Primate of Ireland in 1669. Due to penal 
laws, travel in Ireland as “Captain Brown”, wore a sword and carried pistols. Soon was able to travel 
freely as a bishop. Radically improved the religious practice in Ireland. 10,000 Confirmations. Then 
implicated with others in false “Titus Oates Popish Plot” to kill King Charles II. Martyred at Tyburn 
Tree, 1

st
 July 1681. The last martyr for the faith in England. 
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Third Sunday in Lent           Sunday 8th March 2026 
Page 158                 Exodus 17: 3-7                     Romans 5: 1-2, 5-8                     Gospel John 4: 5-42 
The Gospel readings for the next three Sundays of Lent in cycle A are taken from the Gospel of John which are 
used in the Church’s preparation for Easter.  Lent is a time when the Church invites us to seek a deeper 
relationship with Jesus.  The readings this weekend encourages us to let Jesus change our hearts, to give up old 
patterns of sin or fear and live with a greater faith.  If we open ourselves to Jesus we grow in peace and joy and 
become better able to share His Love with others.  Each reading shows people who feel empty or thirsty, but God 
gives them what they truly need.  He does not leave them alone.  He hears their cries and responds with love and 
care.  Prayer, fasting, almsgiving and works of charity during Lent  helps us to draw closer to God and truly 
satisfies our hearts, much like Jesus offering “living water” to the Samaritan woman. 
In the first reading from the Book of Exodus, the people of Israel are in the desert.  Even after being freed from 
slavery they start questioning whether God is still protecting them and is still with them.  They have no water and 
feel afraid and start to grumble and complain to such an extent that the life of Moses is in threat.  God tells Moses 
to strike the rock and water flows out.  God provides even when they doubt Him.  This shows how God stays 
close, even when we struggle to believe and develops people through trials which are often difficult to bear. 
In the second reading from St Paul’s letter to the people in Rome he explains that through faith we are made right 
with God, gaining peace and the hope of sharing His glory.  However salvation is a gift, not something earned. 
God’s love, given through the Holy Spirit, affirms this hope, shown in Christ dying for us as sinners.  Both Jew and 
Gentile, despite feeling unworthy, can be made right with God by trusting in Jesus Christ. 
John’s Gospel tells the story of Jesus meeting the Samaritan woman at the well when He is thirsty from his travels 
and the disciples have left Him to buy food.  At the time Samaritans and Jews did not associate and certainly did 
not share eating or drinking implements.  Jesus ignores these prejudice including that men did not speak openly to 
women they did not know.  Women were generally viewed as in capable of coping with deep theology but He 
respectfully engages her in a serious conversation.  He shows that God’s love is for everyone no matter who they 
are or where they come from and leads her to a significant level of faith which she shares with other Samaritans. 

     Mass times                                                             Feast  Days 

 
 
 

6pm: Confessions 
6.30pm Vigil Mass  

Saturday 7th March   St Perpetua and St Felicity   Perpetua was of noble birth and had a 

young baby. Felicity was a pregnant slave girl. With others they were arrested in Carthage, North 
Africa for wanting to be Christians in 203. Both were baptised as Christians in prison. Felicity gave 
birth to her baby. Roman Emperor Severus had not persecuted Christians in Rome and saved many 
from pagan groups.  However, pagan mobs in Carthage hated Christians and Jews. The two babies 
were taken from them and they were tried and condemned to be thrown to the wild beasts in the 
Coliseum in Carthage. Both eventually died by the sword as martyrs with their companions. 

9.30 am  Mass Sunday 8th March                     Third Sunday in Lent 

 
 

6.30 pm Mass 

Monday 9th  St  Frances of Rome  Born 1384 in Rome to wealthy parents. Wanted to be a nun. 

Arranged marriage at age 13 to noble soldier and socialite. Initially unhappy but settled down to 
happy marriage with 3 children. Did works of charity with her sister-in-law Vannozza, her spiritual 
friend.  Flood in Rome brought disease and famine. Frances organised help. Great Schism between 
pope and 2 antipopes caused Civil War in Rome. Children of Frances threatened. Husband was then 
wounded. Drunken invaders broke into the palace, tortured and killed the servants, did considerable 
damage and kidnapped her eldest son and took him to Naples. Frances turned what was left of her 
palace into a hospital. Plague in Rome killed her 9 year old son. Other son escaped, returned and 
married. His wife eventually helped Frances in her work. Frances developed remarkable powers of 
healing which she attributed to her guardian angel.  Daughter and husband then died. Founded 
Oblates of Mary for lay women following the Rule of St Benedict. Frances died on 9

th
 March 1440 with 

the words, “My guardian angel has finished his work. He is beckoning me to follow”. 
 

10 am Mass 
Tuesday 10th  St John Ogilvie  Born 1579 in Scotland, eldest son of Sir Walter Ogilvie, respected 

Calvinist baron. Sent to Continent for education. Became a Catholic aged 17. Joined Jesuits and 
ordained a priest 1610 aged 31. Sent to Scotland 1613 to minister to the remaining Catholics.  
Arrested, tortured and accused of treason.  His humour, wit, and courage impressed his persecutors 

and softened his treatment. Found guilty. Executed as a martyr in Glasgow 10
th
 March 1615. 

 
 

6,30 pm Mass 

Wednesday 11th   St Maximilian of Tebessa  Born Algeria about 274. His father was a former 

soldier in Roman army. Recruiting for the Roman army when he was 21 years old and a Christian. 
Tall and strong and ideal for the army. Refused to swear allegiance to the Emperor and fight for 
Rome or take part in ceremonies to pagan gods. Conscience objector. Martyred as soldier of Christ 
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NO  MASS 

Thursday 2nd   St Bernardino Realino   Born in 1530 in Italy. Started to study philosophy and 

medicine in Bologna. Then changed to study law. Qualified as a lawyer and began his career in 
Milan. Became a judge and Mayor of Felizzano near Milan. Noted for his legal ability and learning. 
Despite successful career, lost interest in worldly achievement. In Naples he saw the plight of the 
poor and applied to join the Jesuits in 1564 aged 34. He was ordained a priest and made Master of 
Novices although he was still studying theology. Devoted to help the poor and vulnerable around 
Naples, even visiting Muslim slaves on galleys in Naples harbour. Was moved to Lecce in the heel of 
Italy where he founded a new Jesuit house. In 1583 set up a sodality for diocesan priests to nurture 

their spiritual life and improve their competence to hear Confessions. 

NO  MASS 

Friday 3rd   St  Thomas     The apostle that doubted the resurrection of Jesus. Thomas went 

evangelising in Syria and Malabar in India and started Christian communities in Syria and what is now 
Kerala. St Thomas Christians created the St Thomas Cross after Thomas was martyred. They kept 
contact with Rome through the Persian Church set up by disciples of St Thomas. St Thomas 
Christians became very strong and became known as the Syro-Malabar Church with its own rites and 
canon law. When the Portuguese Jesuits arrived the colonial power wanted the Syro Malabarians to 
accept Roman obedience and be subject to the Portuguese Archbishop of Goa. They refused and 
swore on the St Thomas Cross (shown opposite) to stay faithful to the Syro-Malabar rite.  Eventually 
Rome accepted the Syro-Malabar rite alongside the Latin rite.   

 
 
 
 
 

6pm: Confessions 
6.30pm Vigil Mass 

Saturday 4th   St  Thomas   The apostle that doubted the resurrection of Jesus. Thomas went 

evangelising in Syria and Malabar in India and started Christian communities in Syria and what is now 
Kerala. St Thomas Christians created the St Thomas Cross after Thomas was martyred. They kept 
contact with Rome through the Persian Church set up by disciples of St Thomas. St Thomas 
Christians became very strong and became known as the Syro-Malabar Church with its own rites and 
canon law. When the Portuguese Jesuits arrived the colonial power wanted the Syro Malabarians to 
accept Roman obedience and be subject to the Portuguese Archbishop of Goa. They refused and 
swore on the St Thomas Cross (shown opposite) to stay faithful to the Syro-Malabar rite.  Eventually 
Rome accepted the Syro-Malabar rite alongside the Latin rite.   

9.30 am Mass Sunday 5th July                              Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS WHEN RECORDING NAMES FOR MASS INTENTION 

Your  prayers  are  needed  for  the  following  people 

Hazel Sale Mary Light Pat Sweeney Phil Boulton David Keates Chris Fitzgerald  

NOTICES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS.. 
 

Special Second Collection this weekend for Peter’s Pence 
This is the collection worldwide for Peter’s Pence is a collection made for a cause chosen by Pope Leo XIV.  This is 
just a loose cash donation as the parish cannot claim gift aid as it is not for the diocese or parish. 
 

THANK  YOU  message from Christine 
When my beloved Trevor died, I was completely lost and didn’t know what to do but Fr Antony Gatt, Fr Anthony 
Chiatu, Fr Thomas and the wonderful friends and Parishioners of St Vincent de Paul stepped in to support me  from 
practical help  to emotional support of love and kindness. I thank you from the bottom of my heart. I could not have 
got through this most saddest of times without you. Be assured that you will be in my prayers. 
 

Prayers are needed for Chris Fitzgerald after a serious fall 
Chris has been in hospital after the fall and has had an operation.  She will be in hospital for some tome recovering 
but no further surgery is planned. 
 

Next SVP Social is this Wednesday 1st July – 1pm to 3 pm 
Another opportunity to meet for refreshments and a chat.  Come along with your friends. No need to stay for the 
whole time, a few minutes or 2 hours, whatever suits you 
 

Message from Stella Maris Regional Port Chaplain.  Volunteers needed for Southampton Seafarers Lounge 
Stella Maris, Southampton branch of the Apostleship of the Sea, the Catholic charity supporting seafarers is seeking 
volunteers to help run the Seafarers Lounge near St Joseph’s Catholic Church during daytime hours from Monday to 
Friday.  This is a simple and rewarding ministry of welcome and hospitality to visiting seafarers from around the 
world.  It is an opportunity to support the Church’s mission to people of the sea, meet new people and enjoy 
fellowship.  Training is provided by the two Port Chaplains Luke Phillips and Gregory Hogan.  For more information  
please contact Luke Phillips at  luke.phillips@stellamarismail.org 

 

Parish Collection for last weekend 13th and 14th June 2026  
Parish  Gift 

Aid 
Envelopes  

Gift Aid 
Parish 
Loose 

Collection 

Direct debits, 
standing 
orders 

 Gift Aid 
Total of 

Offertory 
Collection 

Other Money 
Gift Aid 
for last 
week 

Loose 
TOTAL of all 

money 

£92 £23 £151.15 £242.54 £51.98 £560.67 
   

£560.67 
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