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Pentecost Sunday              Sunday 24th May 2026 
No Mass this week on Bank Holiday Monday 25th May 

Page 288          Acts of the Apostles 2: 1-11        1 Corinthians 12: 3-7, 12-13          Gospel John 20: 19- 
The Easter Season ends this weekend with the great feast of Pentecost which celebrates the Holy Spirit coming to the 
followers of Jesus.  It reminds us how God’s Spirit gives life, courage and strength.  This feast is often called the birthday of 
the Church.  The gift of the Holy Spirit is not just for the first disciples but for us today to continue the work started by them. 
The first reading from the Acts of the Apostles describes how the Holy Spirit came with wind and fire as a powerful force and 
brought strength and courage to the disciples.  It gives them the ability to speak in different languages showing that the 
message of Jesus is for all people.  Pentecost is the undoing of Babel where speech was divided.  The spirit unites people, 
gathers them together and gives them boldness to share the Gospel.  Examples like Pope John Paul II and Mother Teresa 
show how the power of the Holy Spirit can change so many things in our world today and spread the message of Jesus. 
In the second reading from Paul’s letter to the Corinthians in Greece he reminds us that the Holy Spirit gives different gifts to 
different people.  It doesn’t make us all the same but brings us all together.  The Church is one body with many parts.  This 
matches Paul’s broader message in the letter that unity and love matter more than status or ability. 
In John’s Gospel we hear how Jesus came to the disciples after His resurrection.  He brings peace, shows His wounds and 
breathes the Holy Spirit on them.  He starts them on their mission to spread His message and gives them the power to forgive 
or to withhold forgiveness of sins.  The Spirit helped the disciples and us today to have the courage and wisdom to teach, to 
lead, to serve and encourage others in the faith so that the love, peace, forgiveness and support form Jesus is known. 

    Mass times                                                             Feast  Days 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6pm: Confessions 
6.30pm Vigil Mass 

Saturday 23rd  St David, King of Scotland  Born in 1084 in Scotland the youngest son of King 

Malcolm III and Queen St Margaret of Scotland. King Malcolm and his son Edward were killed in 
battle and David’s mother St Margaret died of grief. David’s uncle then seized the throne as King 
Donald III. David and his brothers escaped to England for safety with King William Rufus.  Duncan, 
eldest son of King Malcolm, led an army raised by King William Rufus and captured the Scottish 
throne but was killed and King Donald regained the throne. Another army was raised and David’s 
brother Edgar captured the throne and started reforms in the Church and State and was liked and 
respected as son of Queen St Margaret. After 10 years he died unmarried and Alexander, David’s 
brother took the throne and continued the reforms. After 17years David became king, having spent 31 
years in the English Norman court.  King David continued the reforms started by his brothers but also 
introduced Norman style structure.  He founded monasteries, built churches, established bishoprics, 
developed towns and built castles to protect Scotland.  He was loved and respected for his piety and 
generosity to the poor.  His sister Matilda was married to King Henry I in England whose son died at 
sea and their daughter also called Matilda was heir to the throne. On the death of King Henry, the 
English nobles made a grandson of William the Conqueror King Stephen. With his niece having the 
throne snatched from her, King David raided northern England and extended his kingdom south to 
Carlisle and Newcastle until a treaty was agreed.  King David died on 24

th
 May 1153 in Carlisle Castle 

aged 69 and was buried with his brothers in Dunfermline Abbey, founded by his parents. 

9.30 am  Mass Sunday 24th May                Pentecost Sunday                Apolian Nazareth  RIP 

NO  MASS 
Bank Holiday 

Monday 25th St Bede the Venerable  Born in 673 in Monkton near Jarrow on the River Tyne. 

Educated at Benedictine monastery of Monkwearmouth by Abbot St Benedict Biscop. New Abbot 
Coelfrith took him to monastery at Jarrow. In 686 the plague broke out in Jarrow. Helped to produce 3 
copies of Latin Bible. Age 19 ordained a deacon. Aged 30 ordained a priest by St John of Beverley. 
Became interested in the method of calculating the date of Easter. Used Roman way imposed earlier 
at Synod of Whitby with liturgy and monastic practices. Established dating from birth of Christ, Anno 
Domini, AD. Finished Ecclesiastical History of the English People in 731. Age 62 died 735 in Jarrow 

 
10 am Mass 

Thanksgiving 
Mass for Boby 

and family 

Tuesday 26th  .  St  Philip Neri  Born in 1515 in Florence, Italy. Educated by Dominicans. Inspired 

by paintings of Fra Angelico in Convent of San Marco and earlier Prior Girolamo Savonarola who was 
a great reformer condemned as a heretic and burnt at the stake. Left Florence to live with wealthy 
merchant uncle. Rejected world of commerce. Moved to Rome. Live-in tutor for two boys. Studied 
philosophy and theology with the Augustinians. Rejected ordination. Considered he was more 
effective in evangelisation as a lay person. He would talk to people employed in wine bars, markets, 
banks and visit places no priest would have been welcome. Ministered to poor including prostitutes. 
He had a warm personality and sense of humour who gathered people around him to help in 
hospitals or pray in church. Founded Confraternity of laymen. Met for spiritual exercises and service 
to the poor and sick. Age 34 in 1549 ordained a priest to lead the group. Other priests joined him. 
Had regular meetings and community and the mission grew. Founded Congregation of the Oratory, 
community of secular priests. Fr Philip Neri celebrated the Eucharist, received visitors and heard 
confessions up to the last full day of his life.  It was the feast of Corpus Christi on 25

th
 May 1595 and 
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Third Sunday in Lent           Sunday 8th March 2026 
Page 158                 Exodus 17: 3-7                     Romans 5: 1-2, 5-8                     Gospel John 4: 5-42 
The Gospel readings for the next three Sundays of Lent in cycle A are taken from the Gospel of John which are 
used in the Church’s preparation for Easter.  Lent is a time when the Church invites us to seek a deeper 
relationship with Jesus.  The readings this weekend encourages us to let Jesus change our hearts, to give up old 
patterns of sin or fear and live with a greater faith.  If we open ourselves to Jesus we grow in peace and joy and 
become better able to share His Love with others.  Each reading shows people who feel empty or thirsty, but God 
gives them what they truly need.  He does not leave them alone.  He hears their cries and responds with love and 
care.  Prayer, fasting, almsgiving and works of charity during Lent  helps us to draw closer to God and truly 
satisfies our hearts, much like Jesus offering “living water” to the Samaritan woman. 
In the first reading from the Book of Exodus, the people of Israel are in the desert.  Even after being freed from 
slavery they start questioning whether God is still protecting them and is still with them.  They have no water and 
feel afraid and start to grumble and complain to such an extent that the life of Moses is in threat.  God tells Moses 
to strike the rock and water flows out.  God provides even when they doubt Him.  This shows how God stays 
close, even when we struggle to believe and develops people through trials which are often difficult to bear. 
In the second reading from St Paul’s letter to the people in Rome he explains that through faith we are made right 
with God, gaining peace and the hope of sharing His glory.  However salvation is a gift, not something earned. 
God’s love, given through the Holy Spirit, affirms this hope, shown in Christ dying for us as sinners.  Both Jew and 
Gentile, despite feeling unworthy, can be made right with God by trusting in Jesus Christ. 
John’s Gospel tells the story of Jesus meeting the Samaritan woman at the well when He is thirsty from his travels 
and the disciples have left Him to buy food.  At the time Samaritans and Jews did not associate and certainly did 
not share eating or drinking implements.  Jesus ignores these prejudice including that men did not speak openly to 
women they did not know.  Women were generally viewed as in capable of coping with deep theology but He 
respectfully engages her in a serious conversation.  He shows that God’s love is for everyone no matter who they 
are or where they come from and leads her to a significant level of faith which she shares with other Samaritans. 

     Mass times                                                             Feast  Days 

 
 
 

6pm: Confessions 
6.30pm Vigil Mass  

Saturday 7th March   St Perpetua and St Felicity   Perpetua was of noble birth and had a 

young baby. Felicity was a pregnant slave girl. With others they were arrested in Carthage, North 
Africa for wanting to be Christians in 203. Both were baptised as Christians in prison. Felicity gave 
birth to her baby. Roman Emperor Severus had not persecuted Christians in Rome and saved many 
from pagan groups.  However, pagan mobs in Carthage hated Christians and Jews. The two babies 
were taken from them and they were tried and condemned to be thrown to the wild beasts in the 
Coliseum in Carthage. Both eventually died by the sword as martyrs with their companions. 

9.30 am  Mass Sunday 8th March                     Third Sunday in Lent 

 
 

6.30 pm Mass 

Monday 9th  St  Frances of Rome  Born 1384 in Rome to wealthy parents. Wanted to be a nun. 

Arranged marriage at age 13 to noble soldier and socialite. Initially unhappy but settled down to 
happy marriage with 3 children. Did works of charity with her sister-in-law Vannozza, her spiritual 
friend.  Flood in Rome brought disease and famine. Frances organised help. Great Schism between 
pope and 2 antipopes caused Civil War in Rome. Children of Frances threatened. Husband was then 
wounded. Drunken invaders broke into the palace, tortured and killed the servants, did considerable 
damage and kidnapped her eldest son and took him to Naples. Frances turned what was left of her 
palace into a hospital. Plague in Rome killed her 9 year old son. Other son escaped, returned and 
married. His wife eventually helped Frances in her work. Frances developed remarkable powers of 
healing which she attributed to her guardian angel.  Daughter and husband then died. Founded 
Oblates of Mary for lay women following the Rule of St Benedict. Frances died on 9

th
 March 1440 with 

the words, “My guardian angel has finished his work. He is beckoning me to follow”. 
 

10 am Mass 
Tuesday 10th  St John Ogilvie  Born 1579 in Scotland, eldest son of Sir Walter Ogilvie, respected 

Calvinist baron. Sent to Continent for education. Became a Catholic aged 17. Joined Jesuits and 
ordained a priest 1610 aged 31. Sent to Scotland 1613 to minister to the remaining Catholics.  
Arrested, tortured and accused of treason.  His humour, wit, and courage impressed his persecutors 

and softened his treatment. Found guilty. Executed as a martyr in Glasgow 10
th
 March 1615. 

 
 

6,30 pm Mass 

Wednesday 11th   St Maximilian of Tebessa  Born Algeria about 274. His father was a former 

soldier in Roman army. Recruiting for the Roman army when he was 21 years old and a Christian. 
Tall and strong and ideal for the army. Refused to swear allegiance to the Emperor and fight for 
Rome or take part in ceremonies to pagan gods. Conscience objector. Martyred as soldier of Christ 
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he was told by his physician that he was not well.  During the night he suffered a haemorrhage and 
passed away on 26

th
 May aged 80.  St John Henry Newman was a member of the Oratory in 

Birmingham.  Also in Knightsbridge, London there is the Brompton Oratory 

 
 
 
 

6.30 pm Mass 
Mass for the 
wellbeing of 

David  

Wednesday 27th    St Augustine of Canterbury   Born in the 6
th
 century In 595 he was Prior of 

St Andrew’s Abbey in Rome. Pope Gregory the Great saw Anglo-Saxon slaves and said, “not Anglos 
but angels”. Sent Augustine on a mission to England. Helped by Frankish clergy as his interpreters 
and introduction to pagan King Ethelbert whose wife was a Frankish Christian. Augustine landed on 
Isle of Thanet near Ramsgate and met by King Ethelbert in 1597. Example of Augustine and his 
monks holy and simply lives converted King Ethelbert. Gave land at Canterbury where Augustine 
founded monastery of St Peter and St Paul, later St Augustine’s Abbey, and introduced Rule of St 
Benedict. Started building cathedrals in Canterbury and London. He revitalised Christianity in south 

England from Roman times. He died on 26
th

 May 604 and was buried in the Abbey. 
 

10 am Mass 
Thursday 28th  St Aldhelm of Sherborne  Born in 639. Outstanding figure in the English west 

country related to the kings of Wessex. Ordained a priest in Winchester. Studied Latin, Greek and 
Hebrew in Canterbury under African scholar Hadrian. First Englishman to learn Hebrew. First Abbot 
of Malmesbury Abbey. First Bishop of Sherborne. Accomplished musician. First Anglo-Saxon writer of 
distinction though only his writings in Latin, not those in Old English, survived.  Bede gives a brief 
account of him and praises his writings, but he had little knowledge of the south. Died while travelling 
around his extensive diocese on 25

th
 May 709.  St Aldhelm’s Head in Dorset named after him. 

NO  MASS 

Friday 29th  Blessed  Richard  Thirkeld   Born near Darlington in County Durham. Studied at 

Oxford University. In 1565 left to study in France and ordained as an old man in 1579. Returned to 
England in York. Confessor to St Margaret Clitherow in York and celebrated secret Masses organised 
by her and her helpers. Ministered in secret for 4 years and was very popular. Arrested. In prison in 
York. Ministered to the prisoners. Executed in secret due to his popularity on 29

th
 May 1583. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6pm: Confessions 
6.30pm Vigil Mass 

Saturday 30th  St  Joan of  Arc  Born in 1412 to a peasant farming family in north east France. 

When Joan was 3 years old King Henry V won the Battle of Agincourt and claimed the throne of 
France from King Charles VI. His son the Dauphin succeeded to the throne on the death of Henry V 
in 1422. In England, his son Henry VI was an infant aged one, and the Duke of Bedford, his Protector, 
claimed the throne of France in his name. The Dauphin could not be crowned as both Paris and 
Rheims were still in English hands. Aged 14 Joan heard voices saying “Save France”. She went to 
the Dauphin, Charles, who was devoting himself to frivolous amusements at court at Chinon Castle in 
Loire valley. Initially reluctant, he eventually gave her an army to relieve the siege of Orleans. 
Wearing a white suit of armour and carrying a standard with the words “Jesus, Maria”, nobleman 
followed her as they thought that Joan was divinely inspired. 2 days later Orleans was relieved. Joan 
won other battles against the English. The Dauphin was crowned at Reims in 1429 with Joan 
standing beside him holding her standard. Returned to fighting English. Wounded trying to capture 
Paris. Duke of Burgandy supported the English and the following year they captured Joan. King 
Charles made no attempt to rescue her and she was sold to the English who tried her for witchcraft. 
Joan defended herself valiantly showing sharp mind and excellent memory. Corrupt trial found her 
guilty despite her defence. Sentenced to be burnt at the stake in the market place at Rouen. King 
Henry VI’s secretary who was present said, “We are lost. We have burned a saint”. 

9.30 am Mass Sunday 31st May                              The Most Holy Trinity 

PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS WHEN RECORDING NAMES FOR MASS INTENTION 

Your  prayers  are  needed  for  the  following  people 

Hazel Sale Mary Light Trevor Delves Pat Sweeney Phil Boulton David Keates  

NOTICES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Sad news of the death of Ann Drumgoole 
Ann has been on the prayer list from just after the pandemic and lockdown.  Her and her husband Owen were 
parishioners and sometimes attended the weekday socials organised by Renee and Pat.  Ann was cared for at 
home 24/7 by Owen and visiting carers.  Her coffin will be received into the church on Monday 22nd June at 4pm 
followed by a Requiem Mass at 10.30am on Tuesday 23rd June.  May she rest in peace and rise in glory. 
 

Next SVP Social is on Wednesday 3rd June – 1pm to 3 pm 
Another opportunity to meet for refreshments and a chat.  Come along with your friends. No need to stay for the 
whole time, a few minutes or 2 hours, whatever suits you 
 

Prayers are still needed for David Keates who is now improving well. 
David, husband of Shirley, has regained his speech and able to write and read on his way to full recovery.  He is in 
the Neurological Rehabilitation Unit in Adelaide Western Community Hospital 
 

Parish collection for last weekend 16th and 17th May  
Parish  Gift 

Aid 
Envelopes  

Gift Aid 
Parish 
Loose 

Collection 

Direct debits, 
standing 
orders 

 Gift Aid 
Total of 

Offertory 
Collection 

Communication 
Network 

Gift Aid 
for last 
week 

Loose 
TOTAL of all 

money 

£163 £40.75 £223.59 £242.54 £51.98 £721.86 £100 
  

£821.86 

 


