RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 1: How well pupils achieve and enjoy their learning in religious education.

In the Catholic Schools Inspectorate framework for inspection it lists the key criteria inspectors will take into account when making a judgement about how well pupils achieve and enjoy their learning in religious education.  At their spring term meeting in 2023, the diocesan Primary RE Leaders listed sources of evidence schools could use to come to their own judgements when considering these key criteria.  This is not meant to be an exhaustive list.  If you use other sources of evidence that you find particularly useful please let us know and we can issue an updated version at a future time.


	KEY CRITERIA
	EVIDENCE SOURCES

	· How well pupils develop the knowledge, understanding and skills as measured against the learning required by The Religious Education Directory;
	· Pupils’ books.
· Findings from in-house work scrutinies.
· Findings from RE moderation exercises with other schools/clusters.
· Analysis of school RE data.
· Pupil conferencing.
· Planning.
· Class RE/Big Books (if used to capture learning in RE).
· Displays.


	· The extent to which all pupils, including disadvantaged pupils and pupils with SEND, make progress when measured against the planned curriculum by knowing more, remembering more and doing more, including any variations between age phases and year groups. 
	· Analysis of school RE data.
· Regular book scrutinies – effectiveness of analysis to move teaching and learning forward.
· Gap analysis – planned curriculum v delivered curriculum.
· Analysis of effectiveness of task design to cater for varying needs.
· Analysis of matching task to planned curriculum.
· Pupil conferencing.


	· The extent to which pupils are developing as religiously literate and engaged young people who have the knowledge, understanding and skills – appropriate to their age and capacity – to reflect spiritually, and think ethically and theologically, and who are aware of the demands of religious commitment in everyday life; 
	· Lesson observations/RE learning walks
· Evidence of ‘faith in action’ – is the learning in RE having an impact on how pupils put their faith into action?
· Engagement with Catholic Social Teaching – stewardship, charity support, CST projects etc.
· Work scrutinies – evidence of opportunities to reflect spiritually, think ethically and theologically; application to own lives.
· Planning.
· Observation of collective worship – pupil involvement, opportunities to plan/lead, participation, respect etc.
· In lesson behaviour – co-operation, respect for others’ views etc.
· Observation of pupil behaviour – class, playground etc.
· Analysis of opportunities provided to link with RE/faith in wider curriculum/school community.
· Links to PSHE/RSE lessons.
· Impact seen in philosophy for children sessions/weekly debates etc.
· Pupil conferencing
· Parental voice


	· The extent to which pupils are developing as curious investigators and competent communicators who are able to use increasingly complex and subject-specific vocabulary as they develop to frame questions and speak about what they have learned in religious education; 

	· Lesson observations.
· RE learning walks.
· Pupil conferencing.
· Pupil work scrutinies.
· Pupil surveys.
· Impact seen in philosophy for children sessions/weekly debates etc.


	· The extent to which pupils are developing as independent learners who are able to integrate what they have learned into their lives and express it in original and creative ways. 
	· Evidence of ‘faith in action’ – is the learning in RE having an impact on how pupils put their faith into action?
· Response to open ended/big questions.
· Cross curricular links.
· Activities to complete at home, in parish etc.
· Links to PSHE/RSE lessons.


	· The quality and variety of pupils’ work 
	· Pupils’ books.
· Displays of pupils’ work.
· RE learning walks.
· School portfolio/photos.
· Comparison with English books.
· Planning for a variety of tasks/learning approaches/needs.


	· The extent to which pupils are engaged in lessons and how committed they are to improving their own knowledge, understanding and skills; 
	· Lesson observations.
· RE learning walks.
· Pupil conferencing.
· Pupil data – evidence of progress by individuals.


	· How well pupils enjoy their learning as shown by their interest, enthusiasm, and behaviour; 
	· Lesson observations.
· RE learning walks.
· Pupil conferencing.
· Pupil survey.
· Pupil books.


	· How skilled pupils are in assessing their own learning and taking the next steps in learning.
	· Lesson observations.
· RE learning walks.
· Pupil conferencing.
· Pupils’ books.
· Self assessment embedded, e.g. traffic lights system.
· Stepped success criteria.
· Opportunities for children to choose own starting point.
· Evidence of children being challenged/seeking opportunities to take on further study.
· Effectiveness of marking and feedback.
· Planning – are opportunities planned?
· Task design.
· Effective plenaries.


	· How good pupil attainment in religious education is when compared against relevant diocesan or national benchmarks.
	· Currently no national or diocesan data exists for pupil attainment in primary schools.  Schools need to ensure they regularly carry out in-house moderation and also moderation between schools/clusters.
· Consistency of assessment




